
August 11, 2021

Dear TrueNorth Families and Sta�,

As we approach the start of the 2021-2022 school year, we are eagerly planning a
warm welcome for our students and sta�. As always, our goal is to create an
environment that positively connects our students and families with one another and
with our sta�. We are pleased over 90% of sta� are fully vaccinated and ready for the
new year. We have been busy planning for a return to many of the typical learning
opportunities we all believe support student learning and growth.

On July 27, we wrote we would share our COVID mitigation plans this week. This
communication provides important information. We appreciate your careful review
and attention.

Background
As you are aware, the Illinois State Board of Education declared in their guidance on
July 9 all schools must resume fully and in-person for student attendance days.

State and local guidance continues to be fluid and can change at any time as updates
are the result of rapidly evolving community health data. Since TrueNorth resides
across two counties, Lake and Cook, we are in partnership with our 18 member
districts, and work to align all guidance and practices across the counties and region
to the best of our ability.

Central to our planning is our core objective which is to continue to provide full day,
in-person learning, with the least amount of potential disruptions as students with
disabilities remain a priority student population.

We established a COVID Mitigation Committee for the 2021-2022 school year. This
committee has been meeting this summer and has reviewed the IDPH adopted new
guidance for schools released by the Centers for Disease Control, in addition to the
series of updates released by the state and local o�cials. We have also gathered
input from our Association of Parents and Sta� (APS), Leadership Council Advisory
Committee, member-district superintendent regional representatives, as well as
TrueNorth administrators and sta�.

The highlights below are a summary of the major elements of our plan. Guidance is
for TrueNorth owned or operated buildings. TrueNorth Sta� and students are
expected to follow the mitigation plans of our member district facilities when
attending their spaces.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html


Finally, additional mitigation details from last year have been extended and archived,
and remain available on our website for reference for those interested.

Face Masks
On July 27, the CDC announced their recommendation of universal indoor mask
wearing  for all teachers, sta�, students, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of
vaccination status. That same day, the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) fully
adopted the CDC’s recommendation for schools. On August 4, Governor Pritzker
ordered a universal mask mandate for all Pre-K - 12 schools (including Transition) in
Illinois. This mandate requires consistent and correct use of masks for all students
and sta� regardless of vaccination status to start the school year. Face masks are
also required on all forms of school transportation regardless of vaccination status.

Students and sta� may remove their mask while eating lunch and while drinking.
Students may also remove their masks when they are outside.

Students should bring their own masks each day (masks with valves and single-layer
gaiter masks are not permitted). If a student arrives at school without a mask, the
student will be provided a disposable mask for the day. Alternately, parents may
provide students with an extra mask to keep at school. Masks must align with
applicable dress codes. A student may also wear a face shield (provided by the family)
in addition to the mask, if desired.

Daily Cleaning
Enhanced cleaning protocols are in place aligned with all State and Local
requirements.

Increased Ventilation
All HVAC units have been reviewed and are operating e�ectively. Air filters are being
monitored and replaced as necessary, and additional air purifiers are being utilized
where necessary.

Social Distancing and Hygiene
State guidance has reduced the social distancing requirement for classrooms to a
minimum of 3 feet, when possible. Site administrators have worked with sta� to
arrange our indoor physical spaces accordingly.

Time will be allotted for students and sta� to use the hand sanitizing stations/wash
their hands before and after lunch. We encourage the use of hand sanitizer that will
be available to students and sta� throughout the day.

Remote Learning for Quarantined Students
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Given the emphasis on full school day in-person learning, pursuant to 105 ILCS
5/10-30 and 105 ILCS 5/34-18.66, remote instruction will now only be made available
on a limited basis: students who have not received a COVID-19 vaccine, or who are
not eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine, only while they are under quarantine that is
consistent with guidance or requirements from a local public health department or
the Illinois Department of Public Health. Students who are absent due to travel or
other illness are not eligible. Students who are absent for extended periods of time
(ex. recovering from surgery) will be addressed on a case-by-case basis.

Daily Health Certification
Daily health certification using CrisisGo is required for all individuals
regardless of vaccination status.

Domestic and International Travel
The district will continue to follow state and local public health department travel
guidance as it pertains to quarantine requirements for travel. We ask students and
sta� follow public health guidance if you travel:

a. Lake County Health Department Guidance for Travelers
b. Cook County Public Health Travel Guidance
c. Illinois Department of Public Health Travel Guidance
d. CDC Information for Travelers

Contact Tracing and Quarantine
Our nursing sta� work closely with sta� and families on contact tracing and
determining any needed quarantine procedures. Local health departments will make
the final determination on who is to be quarantined and for how long. They also may
determine that a close contact is not a candidate for modified quarantine due to a
high-risk exposure (e.g., sustained close contact without masking). The CDC
describes three options for quarantine. IDPH and ISBE have shared additional
guidance.

Student Social Emotional Learning Support
As always, we greatly value our partnership with our families. A sta� member will be
reaching out to your family to reconnect and learn about ways we can continue to
provide support to your child and your family. If there are specific social and
emotional needs your child is experiencing due to the pandemic and/or another life
event, please share them.

COVID-19 Testing Availability and Vaccination Sites
● Cook County Department of Public Health COVID-19 Vaccine and Testing

Information
● Lake County Health Department COVID-19 Vaccine and Testing Information
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https://www.lakecountyil.gov/4412/Community-Guidance-and-Resources#travelers
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/communicable-diseases/covid-19/covid-19-travel-guidance/
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus/travel-guidance
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Updated-Public-Health-School-Guidance.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Updated-Public-Health-School-Guidance.pdf
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/partner-vaccination-and-testing-sites/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/partner-vaccination-and-testing-sites/
https://www.lakecountyil.gov/4435/COVID-19-Testing


If you have any questions about test or vaccination availability, please contact your
program nurse.

Thank you for your attention to this information. We will send you another district
communication at the end of next week after our mitigation committee meeting. In
the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact your program or
service administrator.

Kurt A. Schneider, Ph.D.
Superintendent
TrueNorth Educational Cooperative 804
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